
 

 

December 2021 Thunder events  

 

Overview: 

 

The middle period of this month was anticyclonic, but the corresponding dry period was 

counter-balanced by disturbed weather early and late in the month. However, only a few 

places (mostly in the west) heard thunder. 

 

2
nd

: A rather cold north-northwesterly airstream affected the UK and minor troughs enhanced 

showery activity in the east (with snow on high ground). Isolated thunder was reported near 

the coasts of East Yorkshire and Norfolk. 

 

4
th

: A brisk west-northwesterly airstream followed a cold front across western and southern 

areas while eastern Scotland remained close to a depression which was moving southeast into 

the North Sea. Showers or longer spells of rain affected all areas of these islands and isolated 

thunder occurred over western Ireland. 

 

6
th

:  Frontal systems crossed Ireland and the UK followed by a a showery polar maritime 

westerly airstream. Isolated thunder occurred near western coasts, e.g. of those of western 

Ireland and western Scotland.  

 

7
th

: A depression had deepened explosively west of Ireland and this then drifted across 

Northern Ireland during the day. Belts of rain were followed by frequent showers, especially 

in the west. There was thunder on the western coast of Ireland during the morning, around 

southwest Scotland in the afternoon and in parts of south Wales and southwest England 

during the evening. 

 

8
th

: As the depression crossed southern Scotland, further blustery showers affected western 

and southern areas with thunder reported from the Channel Islands early in the morning. 

Sferics also indicated isolated thunder near the far northeast coast of Scotland. 

 

26
th

: Occluding frontal systems made very slow progress northeastwards across England and 

Wales over the Christmas period, resulting in the wettest period of the month for many parts 

of south and central England. On the back edge of the last occlusion, thunder was reported in 

east Berkshire shortly before daybreak on the 26
th

. 

 

28
th

: A depression crossed the Irish Sea and northern England. In the unstable polar maritime 

air on the southern flank, there was thunder in a cluster of showers around the Bristol 

Channel/north Somerset soon after daybreak.  

 

29
th

: Further fronts crossed the UK as a small depression crossed southern Scotland and there 

was isolated thunder in southwest Scotland.  

 

 

These reports are based on observations and sferics with  

supportive evidence from radar. Sincere thanks are due to  

observations recorded by COL members (further details can  

be found in the Daily station notes section of the October bulletin).  



Acknowledgement is also due to the TORRO members  

forum and the Netweather and Blitzortung web sites. 
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